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Characteristics of Migration to Hokkaido and Migratory Movement

Hideo NAKAMURA

Studies of migration to Hokkaido began with analytical statistical studies, and today,
the academic trend in this field is putting more emphasis on the background factors which
were the causes of these statistical trends. The subject that attracts many scholars now is
analysis of data of the so-called “sending prefectures”, which is now revealing the causes
of emigration.

Emigration to Hokkaido is a result of interaction between two factors: circumstances
of the “sending side” and incentives of immigration to Hokkaido. Invitations to move to
Hokkaido given by siblings or other relatives, among many causes, was such a crucial
cause in immigrants’ decision-making that there was even a network based on family
relations.

To analysis patterns in immigrants’ acitivities, internal re-immigration within Hokkaido,
in which immigrants often changed their lands and professions, can be seen at such a
high rate that it was quite usual for emigrants to Hokkaido.

Complexity of causes, invitation from relatives and formation of a immigration
network based on these family relations, and common occurrence of resettlement —
these three factors can be pointed out as the characteristics of emigration to Hokkaido.

Key words: Emigration to Hokkaido, Invitation to move to Hokkaido, Immigration
network, Re-immigration process





