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Movement of Material Culture between Edo and its Suburbs during the Edo Period:
An Archaeological Analysis of Koshinto

ISHIGAMI, Hiroyuki

Archaeological approaches have largely been neglected in the study of the Edo period
(A.D. 1603-1868). Although numerous stone monuments from this period are distributed
throughout the suburbs of present-day Tokyo, the majority of these monuments have never
been studied systematically. In particular, analysis of Koshinto (stone monuments of the
Koshin belief) can shed new light on our understanding of the information flow during
the Edo period. Using a typological study of Koshinto, this paper examines the movement
of material culture between Edo and rural villages that surrounded Edo.

Raw data for this study are collected through both fieldwork and archival research. The
area covered in this study includes all the 23 wards of downtown Tokyo, which correspond
to the Edo area during the Edo period, as well as eight cities in the suburbs of downtown
Tokyo, where rural villages were located. In order to identify the factors that affected
the diffusion of stylistic characteristics, both the distance and types of available transportation
(availability of overland or river routes) between Edo and its peripheral areas are considered.
The total number of Koshinto samples analyzed in this study is 2,460 (1,579 from the Edo
area and 881 from the surrounding areas).

In this study, all the Koshinto are first classified into 7 major types. Their diffusion
patterns are analyzed using frequency seriation, an analytical method commonly used in
the chronological study of both prehistoric and historical artifacts and features, including
gravestones. The result suggests that new stylistic characteristics first appeared in the
Edo area. The result also indicates that the adoption of new stylistic characteristics in
the surrounding areas was later than in Edo, suggesting the diffusion from Edo to its periphery.
It is interesting to note that the rural areas with an easy access to river transportation
adopted new stylistic characteristics earlier than in the rural areas that were connected
to Edo primarily through overland routes.

These observations are consistent with historical documents that describe the systems
of transportation of goods around the Edo area. According to Noboru Kawana, in the
Kanto District, river transportation systems were established during the Kambun era (1661-
1672). This era coincides with the time when Koshinto diffused from Edo to rural areas
with an easy access to transportation by river. On the other hand, the diffusion of Koshinto
to the rural areas that were accessible primarily through overland routes seems to have
occurred later. Moreover, in the latter areas, only particular types of Koshinto were selected.
In other words, the type of available transportation was an important factor that affected
both the timing of diffusion and the types of Koshinto that were adopted. In particular,
the diffusion of Koshinto types to the areas with an easy access to river routes did not
occur until an efficient transportation system with Edo was established. Further investigation
of both archaeological and historical evidence is necessary to understand the interaction
between Edo and its surrounding rural villages.

Key words: Koshinto (stone monuments of Koshin belief), typological study, the Edo
" period, transportation system.





