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The Relationship between Tree Vegetation on Highway
Verges and Ohayashi during the Edo Period

An analysis of the highways linking Shimousa with Toke and Togane in Kazusa
AKIMOTO, Etsuko

The aim of this research is to make clearer the relationship between tree vegetation on
highway verges and the forest belonging to the government called Ohayashi during the
Edo period. Previous studies suggested that tree vegetation on highways was within the
domain of transport history and Ohayashi was part of the history of forestry. When I
reviewed a historical map of Meiwa 5 (1768) showing pine trees along the Toke Togane
Ryo Kaido (from Chiba in Shimousa linking Toke and Togane in Kazusa), | learnt that
there was a plan at the time to give part of the pine trees to Edo for taxation purposes.
Up to this point there had been no examples of giving timber to the central government
except from Ohayashi.

During the Edo period the Toke and Togane highways, considered to be secondary highways
called Wakiokan, were thought only to have been transport routes for goods toward Edo
from Kujyukuri beach on the west side of the Bousou peninsula.. However, at the beginning
of the Edo period, they had also been used by Shoguns and their Myodai as a route to
and from the Togane hunting fields. Normally highways were under the control of the
central government, Daikan, and the secondary highways, Wakiokan, were looked after
by the local governments. But this was an exception. At the end of the Edo period, records
show that an official from the department then known as Kanjo, that was responsible for
looking after and harvesting Ohayashi, also checked tree numbers and sizes on both Toke
and Togane highways. They were interested in the trees for use as firewood in Edo. Sold
as firewood, as with income from sale of Ohayashi trees, the money was paid into the Edo
Bakurocho Daikan account. Therefore, it can be seen that the trees on both highways were
treated the same as Ohayashi tree vegetation.

Upon investigating the relationship between highway trees and Ohayashi further, notes
from the Council in charge of Qhayashi, reveal some mention of highway trees. In addition,
there was an official record of Ohayashi known as the Ohayashi cho, as there was also
a record of highway trees. Furthermore, mention of highway trees was found in the Ohayashi
cho as well. By looking at the policy documents relating to the five designated major highways,
it is not surprising to find that at the end of the period, checks of size and number of
highway trees and Ohayashi trees were carried out on an alternating basis.

The above suggests that during the Edo period, highway verge trees were similar to the
Ohayashi trees in the timber supply program, especially toward the end of the period when
demand was exceeding supply and the Kanjo department was feeling the pressure to meet
this demand. Trees other than Ohayashi were thus utilised.

Althoug previous studies treated highway verge trees and Ohayashi as totally separate
issues, my study shous that they were both considered as the timber source during the
Edo period.

Key words: tree vegetation on highway verges, Ohayashi, Edo period, transport history,
the history of forestry





