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Firewood and Charcoal Production, and Land Use in the Western Shimosa
Upland During the Second Decade of the Meiji Period 1878-1887:
An analysis of the Jinsokusokuzu (Concise Chart) and
the Teisatsuroku (Scouting Report)

SHIRAI Yutaka

The Jinsokusokuzu is a chart for military use and the Teisatsuroku is an investigation
report related to that chart, both of which were prepared in the second decade of the
Meiji period (1878-1887). The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual situation of
firewood and charcoal production in the western Shimosa upland by reviewing how the
land was then utilized before railroad service began. The Jinsokusokuzu and Teisatsuroku
were used as the main research materials.

During this period the western part of the Shimosa upland was characterized mainly
by farmland around Tokyo Bay, but there were pine forests in almost all other parts of
the upland. However, the Kogane Ranch and the Sakura Ranch areas, which had
previously been pastures owned by the Tokugawa government during the Edo
period, were characterized chiefly by growth of trees, bush, and grass plains. In
contrast, the Musashino upland was characterized mainly by farmland dotted with
trees. The Teisatsuroku and other data were examined in order to determine why pine
forests tended to be seen only in the Shimosa upland despite Shimosa being the same
diluvial upland as Musashino.

According to the statistical table in units of old village that was listed in the
Teisatsuroku, there were many villages in the western part of the Shimosa upland that
produced firewood and charcoal. These villages were scattered in the areas where pine
forests prevailed on the land-use map. Moreover, it was also described in the
Teisatsuroku that the pine trees were mainly used for firewood and charcoal, and that
the pine trees were replanted after having been cut down. This suggests that the
forests in the Shimosa upland were secondary forests or artificial forests that had been
maintained through periodical harvesting and planting.

The firewood and charcoal produced in the Shimosa upland were shipped mainly to
Tokyo. The origin of the firewood and charcoal collected for Tokyo in the tenth year of
the Meiji period (1877) was investigated by the Geographical Bureau of Japan in its
Miscellaneous Report No. 12, Chirikyoku Zappo 12 Go. Hitachi supplied the most of
firewood, followed by Shimosa and Kazusa. Izu supplied the most of charcoal, followed
by Shimosa, Kazusa, Musashi, and Hitachi. Among different kinds of charcoal, the
proportion that was made from pine was particuraly high in Shimosa. The pine
characoal might be used mainly for smithing. It is noticeable that 80 percent of the pine
charcoal delivered to Tokyo was a product of Shimosa.

Miscellaneous Report No. 22 by the Japanese Forest Bureau, Sanrin Kyoku Zappo 22
Go states that the price of firewood and charcoal had risen since 1877, and that firewood
and charcoal production increased in each village in Kazusa, Shimosa, and Hitachi,
accounting for 90 percent of the firewood and charcoal used in Tokyo. It is most
certain, then, that Interior Ministry government officials also gained an understanding
that Kazusa, Shimosa, and Hitachi were supplying firewood and charcoal for districts of
Tokyo in the second decade of the Meiji period, which nearly corresponds with the date
when the Jinsokusokuzu and Teisatsuroku were prepared.

The scenario described above provides a strong explanation for why pine forests were
mainly seen in the western part of the Shimosa upland in the second decade of the Meiji
period. The commercial value of pine trees as a raw material for firewood and charcoal
was enhanced due to increased demand for firewood and charcoal in Tokyo, resulting in
the active planting of pinetrees in the area.

Key words: the second decade of the Meiji period (1878-1887), Jinsokusokuzu, Shimosa
upland, land use, firewood and charcoal



