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The advance of Japanese in Korean Peninsula under Japanese rules:
mainly on the relation with land tenure

YAMAMOTO Takatsugu

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the process that Japanese had moved
their settlements in Korean Peninsula under Japanese rules. And this study intended to
examine the links between the land tenure by Japanese and the movement of their
settlements in micro-scale by analyzing the addresses of Japanese on the cadaster of
the case study areas (Mok-p’o in South Cheol-la Province, Ch'eong-ju in North Ch’ung-
ch’eong Province, Kyeong-ju in North Kyeong-sang Province). This study show Japanese
had come to advance on the non-urban area as follows:

In the first stage (about in 1910), many Japanese had already lived in some new port
cities and local cities. Especially in the new port cities, some Japanese had lived in the
neighboring area on the outside of the foreign settlement district. And in these area,
Japanese had come to get most of landownerships legally by land surveying project
(1910-18) and any institutions, and made their residential segregation. These area had
also been designated “Fu (Bu)” as City, or “Shitei-men (Chijeong-myeon)” as semi-urban
area. On the other hand, Japanese had not lived totally and had only a few lands in
rural area.

In the second stage (the later half of 1910’s to the first half of 1920’s), some of Japanese
who lived in the urban area had come to have the farmlands in their suburban area
where owned by various people changeably. And a few Japanese who owned the lands
in the suburban area had gradually begun to move their settlements to their own lands
in those area.

In the third stage (after the later half of 1920’s), the district that many Japanese had
often owned lands and lived was admitted into area of city “Fu (Bu)” or semi-urban
area “Shitei-men (Chijeong-myeon)”: renamed to “Yu (Eup)” in 1931”. In those days, a
few Japanese had come to own the lands in rural area, but almost these landowners had
not lived in their lands actually. And in the clan village area tended to be occupied by
members of a few clans firmly, Japanese had owned little land, and not moved their
settlements in the area as a result.

As above investigation, this study indicated that the advance of Japanese in Korean
Peninsula under Japanese rules had been related to their land tenure. Under Japanese
rules, the fluidity of land tenure in suburban area had promoted the movements of
Japanese, however the firm landownership relation by Korean such as the clan and the
member of them had refused the advance of Japanese. This study also suggested that
the farmer studies might excessively tend to take notice of the city area under Japanese
rules , and that those studies had emphasized the advance of Japanese and the land
plunder by them in all over Korean Peninsula.

Key words: Korean Peninsula, under Japanese rules, Japanese, settlement, land tenure





