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A Study of the relationship between Karafuto and Hokkaido from analyzing
agricultural emigration in the beginning of the 20th century

MIKI Masafumi

This paper serves to clarify how agricultural emigrants in Karafuto and Hokkaido
were recognized in the political frame of the Japanese colonial areas known as ‘Gaichi’
The author considers whether this frame was substantive or formal based on regional
comparisons. Reasons why both regions are studied are that Karafuto was regarded as
‘Gaichi’ in spite of few colonial features, and Hokkaido was a domestic area, classified
as ‘Naichi’ in spite of containing a lot of colonial features, moreover, both of them had
some features of colonial settlements. Contents of this paper are summarized as follows:

1) Hokkaido, Karafuto and Manchuria all had the common relationship of being settled
colonies as a result of Japanese policies on agricultural emigration. In particular,
Hokkaido and Karafuto integrated rather than competed. Policies of agricultural
emigration to Karafuto had been influenced by those for Hokkaido under Japanese
rule.

2) Analyzing life histories of emigrants to Karafuto, Hokkaido was node to make a
voyage between Honshu and Karafuto. There was a close relationship between both
regions, not only concerning transportation routes but also information on emigration
and agricultural technologies. Karafuto complemented Hokkaido where increased in
immigration led to decreased in superior farmlands.

3) Japanese policies of agricultural emigration to Karafuto and Hokkaido had a lot in
common with respect to the contents of emigration guidebooks. Ship routes to
Karafuto were extended from Hokkaido under the early Japanese rule. Officials in
charge of emigration to Karafuto were stationed in Hokkaido immigration offices.

Although the contrasting relationships between Karafuto as ‘Gaichi’ and Hokkaido as
‘Naichi’ were clear in the political framework, they were merely labels to most emigrants.
The author considers that they had been related in a common regional frame known as
‘Fzochi’ which had included Karafuto and Hokkaido since feudal times. In other words,
‘Ezochi’ had functioned as a substantive region even after the regional boundary was
cut in Meiji era (1868-1912).

However, common regional frames are not apt for relationships between every colonial
area (‘Gaichi’) and domestic area (‘Naichi’). Here, the author considers that the common
regional frame ‘Ryukyu’, including Taiwan and Okinawa, was apt since the feudal times.
In that case, viewpoints of colonial studies on the condition that every Japanese colony
was uniformly known as ‘Gaichi’ need to reconsidered. The author considers that
presenting these problems were very important regarding colonial studies in geography.
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