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Adaptive Strategies and Ethnic Spatial Organization of
"~ Japanese Immigrant Communities in California

YAGASAKI Noritaka

Three research themes are recognized on the historical geography of overseas
Japanese communities: (1) an analysis of immigrant communities in the context of host
society, (2) comparative study of immigrant groups, and (3) economic segregation and
occupational sequent occupance. The first theme was explored in this article with
special reference to Japanese immigrant communities in California prior to World War
II. Immigrant groups differed from one place to another depending on the culture area
on a macro-scale, while the local host society determined the way immigrant community
was organized on a micro-scale. Japanese immigrants adopted and applied specific
adaptive strategies in the form of occupational structure, residential forms, and ethnic
organizations. The interaction of immigrant community and local host society brought
about ethnic spatial organization in each locality. Node, domain, and boundary constituted
such ethnic spatial organization. This method of analysis was applied to the Japanese
immigrant communities in northern San Joaquin Valley where planned colonies and
spontaneous settlements reflected different adaptive strategies and ethnic spatial
organization. By applying this methodology other Japanese immigrant communities in
urban and rural areas may be better understood while providing the basis for
comparative studies on overseas Japanese communities.

Key words: California, Japanese immigrant, immigrant community, adaptive strategy,
ethnic spatial organization





