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Jinaimachi in the Hokuriku District
— Especially on the plan of Shokoji Jinaimach: —

AMANO Taro

This paper examined the plan and system of Jinaimachi (temple compound town) in
Ecchu (Toyama prefecture) of the Hokuriku District, and problems associated with
Jinarmachi.

Jinaimachi, temple compound towns from the late 15th to early 17th century in Japan,
had a characteristic form with walls or moats, and were primarily to facilitate defense
against feudal lords (especially Oda Nobunaga) and some Buddhist faction.

Although the spatial and social structure of Jinaimachi has been studied principally
by historians and geographers, few researches have been under taken on Jinaimachis in
Ecchu in spite of the existence of such important Jinaimachis as Inami, Johana, and
Shokoji. Therefore this paper focused on the location and plan of Jinaimachi, while
considering common features and succession of Jinaimachi plan.

The paper comes to the following conclusion: First, this paper restored the plan of
these Jinaimachi through analysis of the land register map, old documents, old aerial
photos and field-survey etc, and made it clear these Jinaimachi located on the river
terrace top or the edge of plateau, and have defensive advantage. This three-
dimensional internal structure can be checked in the Hirakata Jinaimachi (Osaka
prefecture) etc. And some Jinaimachi located on the node between land route and
waterway, it is common feature. A double ditch exists especially in Inami and Shokoji
(in Furukokufu and Anyoji), and similarity with the Yaemashina Honganji-linaimachi
can also be pointed out. Second, this paper considered the moving of Shokoji
Jinaimachi from Doyama to Takakiba, Anyoji, and to Furukokufu, seeking convenient
location for traffic and considered the changes of the plan and the walls or moats.
Third, there is a common feature of the plan especially the relation between Temple
and the main approach road in Shokoji (in Furukokufu), Yoshizaki, Yamashina and
Hirakata. It is pointed out the possibility religious concept was reflected in such plans
and their succession.

Key words: Jinaimachi (temple compound town), Shokoji-temple, the succession of the
plan of Jinaimachi, the wall or moat fortification, main approach





