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The Change of the Street Plan of Castle Towns in the Shokuhou Era:
From the Tatemachi Style to the Yokomachi Style

NAKANISHI Kazuko

The purpose of this research is to identify the characteristics of the castle towns by
examining the street plan (town construction plan) of castle towns in the Shokuhou era.
Many castle towns were constructed as capitals of daimyos (feudal lords) during this
era. The era was a transitional period from the medieval age to the early modern
period, and daimyo capitals were used during the Tokugawa shogunate from its earliest
times. Moreover, these towns have become major cities in the modern age, and
continuity from the past is still evident today.

Since the castle towns constructed in the Shokuhou era became superior cities in the
present day, they have attracted scholarly interest in various fields and many studies
have been accumulated. Especially, the analysis of the street plan in machiva district
(merchants’ and craftsmen’ residential district) is important in understanding the
spatial structure of the castle town.

Researches on the street plan of castle towns were prosperous in historical geography
during the 1980’s when Mr. Ashikaga and Mr. Yamori disputed regarding the time of
the change of the street plan. However, after their death the discussion was
discontinued. The intention of the feudal lord, the designer of the castle town plan, is
an important element for considering castle towns.

The author examined the whole plan of the castle town at one time. In the case of
castle towns in Nagahama, Osaka Castle in the Tensho era, and Osaka Castle in the
Keicho era, which Hideyoshi constructed, the plan was to constitute a hierarchy from
castles down to temples and shrines connected by ofe (castle road). The author defined
this model (Castle = ofe — temples and shrines) as the “Hideyoshi model”. In this plan
ote connected the castle and temples, and meachiyas (merchants and craftsmen’s
residential area) were located along this road. The tatemachi style plan (vertically-
shaped town plan) was derived in this way.

In this research, nationwide town construction plans were studied. It suggests that
daimyos in the Hideyoshi group adopted the tafemachi style plan continuously even after
the Battle of Sekigahara, whereas daimyos in the Tokugawa group converted the town
plan from vertical to horizontal at the time of the battle.

The difference in construction style of castle towns between daimyos in the Hideyoshi
group and daimyos in the Tokugawa group is that the former politically and
economically intended to enforce the inward-oriented policy in which ofe was highly
valued. On the other hand, daimyos in the Tokugawa group valued highways more than
ote because they intended to construct a nationwide network of kaido under the
Tokugawa shogun ate system. Thus, political intention was the biggest factor in
bringing such a difference.

Key words: the Shokuhou era, the Plan of Castle Town, the Street Plan, the Battle of
Sekigahara





