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Content Analysis of Pictorial Maps of Tsugaru fief,
Tempo Mutsu Province and Gocho

OZAKI Kumiko

The Edo Shogunate repeatedly asked many daimyos to submit pictorial maps and gocho of
their province. Although 83 Tempo pictorial maps including 119 duplications are preserved,
its research is limited for the following reasons. 1) Tempo pictorial maps submitted by
daimyos were simple in style, putting kakegami on Genroku pictorial maps. 2) The developing
process of Tempo pictorial maps was not evident. 3) Tempo pictorial maps are categorized
as an important cultural property of Japan. This paper investigates Tsugaru fief which has
most identifiable pictorial maps of Tempo Mutsu province. It aims at clarifying the shogunate’s
reactions and intentions of the Hirosaki clan about creation of Zempo pictorial maps. I will
examine the iconographic image, written contents and historical records of Tempo pictorial
maps in comparison with the originals in Cabinet Library.

Through examination of the originals, 17 pieces seemed to be created as a result of revised
project by the Edo Shogunate. Among them, 4 pieces were identified as revised edition
of Tempo pictorial maps because of “large pipe battery” and the name of a rice-field town.
Four stages were identified for each pictorial map in terms of the style and the contents.
The 4 pieces contain identical information with some exceptions. These findings reveal two
intentions of the Hirosaki clan. 1) They expressed large pipe battery visually appealing. 2)
They excluded gold-and-silver productions in order for their prosperity.

The contents that the Hirosaki clan prepared were not directly reflected in the original.
In spite of new additions and some revisions to the originals, copying technique of Genroku
pictorial maps can be observed. The originals contain information only the Hirosaki clan
officials can recognize. In other words, the original maps were created based on pictorial
maps submitted by the Hirosaki clan. Then, the originals were changed into pictorial maps
of Tsugaru fief, Tempo Mutsu province, by the judgment of the shogunate.

Key words: Pictorial map of province, Tempo, the Hirosaki clan, Tsugaru, Gocho





