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Takamise of the Periodic Markets in Early Modern Kanto:
An Analysis of the Ogawa-Mura Ichi Naisai Ezu

KUJIRAT Noriko

The aim of this article is to reconstruct the form and landscape of the takamise, temporary
high stalls or booths, which appeared in the periodic markets of early modern Kanto, and it
focuses on the example of Ogawa, a market town in the county of Hiki Saitama prefecture.
The author investigated disputes in the market at Ogawa and clarifies its structure at the
beginning of the nineteenth century by analyzing the Ogawa- Mura Ichi Deiri Naisai Tachi
Ezu (Pictorial Map for a Meeting to Settle to the Market of Ogawa Village) and the Ogawa-
Mura Ichiba Takamise no Shikitari Todokoovi Deiri Kakidome Memorandum on the High Stalls
of the Market at Ogawa Village).

Markets in Japan are usually considered to have originated to meet local requirements
for trade, and in the Middle Ages the right of merchants to access markets was guaranteed
by temples and shrines. In the early Modern Age, however, the system of distribution
came to be well organized, and the periodic markets were usually held in the towns and
were controlled according to regular plans. With the progress of urbanization, temporary
stalls in the markets became permanent stores and the periodic markets gradually ceased
to function primarily as economic entities. Still, the early modern markets have been studied
from the perspective of economics, instead of from that of their religious functions, which
ought to be taken into account because they were controlled by temples and shrines.

Generally, the space of a market comprised permanent stores and temporary stalls which
were opened only on market days. In the case of the stalls, maemise (front stalls) were
a regular outlet for sales in front of the permanent stores. Two other types, nakamise
(inside stalls) and takamise (high stalls), were opened on the streets, and the former seem
to have been under the control of the head of the market.

Ogawa, now a town, is located at the eastern edge of the Chichibu Mountains and was
a typical village at the end of a valley which opened into the Kanto Plain. People whose
ancestors established the market there opened the fakamise on the main street during market
days, and they collected the fees which were levied for the stalls and rented the equipment.
In a legal suit concerning the fakamise, the municipal authorities participated as arbitrators
between them and the merchants, which reveals not only that the takamise were profitable,
but also that their control, or the control of the streets, was an important component of
running a market. In their arguments, both parties claimed their rights to the takamise
on the grounds of the original medieval rights and those of the host of a market festival.
It appears that even in the nineteenth century, markets were still based in the medieval
system.

In this article, the takamise are treated as nearly synonymous with the nakamise, hence
they can be recognized as a higher form of the latter because of their superior location.

Key words: Takamise, Ogawa-Mura Ichi Deiri Naisai Tachiai Ezu, market, early modern
Kanto, temporary stalls





