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The Transition of Relations between Shin Buddhism’s ‘Dojos’ and Village Societies:
Case Studies of Two Villages in Echizen Province

FUJIMURA Ken’ichi

With the rise of the ‘new’ cultural geography since the late 1980s, human geographers
have started to pay attention to the processes of production and reproduction of religious
places by social groups. Especially, the Anglophone geographers have researched religious
buildings such as churches and mosques. The Japanese geographers have frequently
researched the graveyards or the sacred places for the mountain beliefs and pilgrimages,
but they have researched a few Buddhist buildings such as temples.

Thus, the present author aims to analyze the processes in which rural Buddhist buildings,
especially Shin Buddhism’s ‘Dojos’ (unofficial temples), have changed their forms and
relations to social groups. The author focuses on Renshoji temple in Kuratsukuri village
and the community center in Shigedate village of Echizen Province (the northern part of
Fukui Prefecture) as cases. Both of them used to be Dojos in the late Edo period. But,
the former was promoted to the status of an official temple in the early Meiji era, and
the latter has not been promoted and is now maintained in a form of the community center.
Yet, Butsudan’(the Buddhist altar) which used to be in a Dojo in Shigedate village, is placed
at the community center, and Buddhist ceremonies of the village are held here.

In Kuratsukuri village, there was no temple but a Dojo in Edo period. The family
of the master of the Dojo managed it in cooperation with ‘Kaichi’ (local sub-group in
the village), under the control of a temple in other village until the late Edo period. After
that, the local community of the village replaced Kaichi, and the family managed the
Dojo in cooperation with this group under the control of the temple. In the early Meiji
era, the Dojo was promoted to the status of an officical temple and was named ‘Renshoji.’
It became independent of the temple. The family of the chief priest at Renshoji temple
(formerly the family of the master of the Dojo ) and the local community had unstable
relations once in a while, but they nevertheless could manage Renshoji temple together
until today. In Kuratsukuri village, the form of the Dojo and its relations to the social
groups have been stable relatively.

In Shigedate village, on the other hand, social groups relating to a Dojo were unstable
until quite recently. The family of the master of the Dojo managed in cooperation with
supporters’ groups for temples in other villages, quite independently of the local community
of the village or Kaichi, until the early Showa era. After that, the local community replaced
the supporters’ groups, and the family managed the Dojoin cooperation with the community
quite independently of the temples. In the 1950s, the Dojowas reconstructed as a community
center owned by the local community, but the family continued to relate to the management
irregularly. Yet, in the 1990s, the family got out of the management at last, and only
the local community has managed to the center getting subsidy from the local government.
Thus, during the modern period, the form of the Dojo has changed frequently, as lots
of social groups have related to its management one after another.

The forms and the relations to social groups of rural Buddhist buildings have changed
drastically since the late Edo period. Especially in the case of Shigedate village where
the Dojo has not been promoted to the status of an official temple, the form of building
and the relations to social groups have been unstable. One of the reasons of the difference
between two cases is the number of supporters’ groups for temples in each village.

Key words: religious building, social group, village, Dojo , Echizen Province





