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The Formation of Believers’ Group ‘Chokai-ko’
in the Religious Area of Ohmonoimi-Shrine

TSUTSUI Yu

Mt. Chokai in Yamagata Prefecture in Japan, that is one of the most famous sacred
mountains in the Tohoku district, was enshrined by Ohmonoimi-Shrine. This shrine
founded a new religious group, Chokai-ko, within its religious area in 1934. The main
purpose of this study is to investigate the reason why the shrine founded the new believers
groups, and the process that the Shinto priests formed them.

The reason why the shrine devised to found the religious groups was to reconstruct and
repair the buildings of Fukura-kuchi-no-miya: Fukura-Kuchi-no-miya had two functions
as the office of Ohmonoimi-Shrine and as the place to bow in the direction of Mt.Chokai.
In 1933, the buildings of Fukura-kuchi-no-miya had many damaged parts, and that spoiled
the landscape of it as a sacred place. This shrine had many adherents who were engaging
in farming, but they did not have enough money to make a contribution because of the
rice price falls at that time. And, legal limitations as a shrine managed by the nation did
not give a Ohmonoimi-Shrine’s free hand on using the earnings for building. Ohmonoimi
-Shrine could not secure the money to erect buildings by itself. Thus, this shrine needed
many believers’ groups, Chokai- ko, that give long-term economic support to reconstruct
and repair buildings.

Since September 1933, priests of Ohmonoimi-Shrine began to found new religious groups,
Chokai-ko. At first, they enacted the rules of Chokai- ko, consulting many rules of believers’
groups belonging to other national shrines. After that, Ohmonoimi-Shrine made the priests
arising out of the Chokai-ascetic visit believers’ houses in Yuri county of Akita Prefecture
and in Akumi county of Yamagata Prefecture, to ask organizing Chokai-ko. Until June
1934, 205 bodies of Chokai~ko were organized in these two areas. The canvass by Chokair-
ascetic-priests was very effective, because they had contacted with the believers of both
areas every year through Ohoko-okashira-jinko and Haisatsu, activities of Chokai-ascetic.
At last in 1945, Ohmonoimi-Shrine succeded in forming 417 bodies of Chokai-ko in Yuri
and Akumi counties. This means that both areas where Chokaoi- ko were formed became
a substantial parishioner-area of Ohmonoimi-Shrine.

Key words: geography of religion, religious area, mountain worship, Mt.Chokali, religious
group (Chokai-ko)





