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The Method to Reconstruct “the Sacred Landscape” Constructed by the Social Community

KAWAI Yasuyo

There are many cases that people belonging to the social community pray the nature
of landscape in Japan. This paper calls its nature of landscape “the sacred landscape.”
The aim of this paper is to propose the method to reconstruct “the sacred landscape”
constructed by the social community in the specific place of the specific age. “The sacred
landscape” in this paper means how people belonging to the social community feel and
do toward landscape defined as sacred, and what kind of sacred thing it gives people. This
paper takes social constructionism and belongs to cultural geography that takes over
humanistic geography.

Figure 1 shows the method to reconstruct the sacred landscape constructed by the social
community.

1) The researcher chooses the social community in the specific place of the specific

age.

2) The researcher collects various data. The data include modern ceremony, pictures,
the characteristics of the community, results of interviews and participation
observation, historical materials written by letters, etc. But they are made of various
information taken in the past or present. We have to use them carefully. Especially,
if we use data as the basis to reconstruct the past, we must treat it carefully and
critically.

3) Theresearcherhastoknowthesituation and the social context of the social community
in the specific place of the specific age, referring to preceding researches.

4) Finally, the researcher reconstructs “the sacred landscape” constructed by the social
community in the specific place of the specific age. Using the data of 2) and consulting
the knowledge of 3), the researcher reads “the sacred landscape.”

Key words: the sacred landscape, reconstruction, method





