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On the spatial function and the religious meaning of the places on the junction
of the three planned roads in pre-modern upper Sagami

MATSUMOTO Tsukasa

“TSUJI” in Japanese, means the crossing point of the roads, and in general, it seems
to be a certain open space attached to the roads. Therefore, its function on the living space
is the node itself, and it is notable that, in many cases, Tsuji have deeply related with
the ritual activities held on the edge of the region. But we don’ t have enough knowledge
to discuss around the nature, especially about the location, the form and its formation
of those “Tsuji” places. This paper will present a case study focusing on the relationship
of the plane figure of those “T'suji” places with their spatial function and religious meanings
from the viewpoint of historical geography.

On the upper Sagami plain, before the 13th century, there had been laid the network
of several planned straight roads named “Kamakura Roads”. And you can find small
triangle parcels located at the points of the roads branching out into two. Those parcels,
some of which are really called “Tsuji”, were shown on the pre-cadastral maps (made
in the 18th or the 19th century), and seem to have been formed before the medieval era.
On the branching point of the roads, which consist of one of the triangle corners, there
are located the ritual objects, mounds, old and big trees, the temples and shrines, and so
on.

The concluding remarks are as follows;

1. The nature of the “Tsuji” places can be seen also in the case of the branching points
of the roads: the triangle parcels. And they seem to have been the original form of
“Chimata”, old Japanese category similar to “Tsuji”.

2. The ritual objects on the corner of the branching, seem to have been formed as the
landmarks of the straight roads planning. And as those roads have been functioned
as the border lines of the village territories, those triangle parcels were kept as the
place of the ritual activities held at the edge of the territory.

Key words: Tsuji, Chimata, junction of three roads, place of the ritual activities





