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Jo-ri Land System and Ancient Gufuku-ji temple’s manor, Kurabu-no-sho, in
Koga-gun of Ohmi Province

TAKAHASHI Yoshikuni

The rectangular land survey system called jo—i in the ancient province of Ohmi has been actively
studied for many years. Especially, many research findings were included in “Gun-shi,” publication of
local geography and history of each county, appeared in the 1910s through the 1940s. However, there
are exceptionally limited studies undertaken in the county of Koga-gun among twelve counties of
Ohomi province. It was partly because there are few remaining features of the jo-#; land system on
the earth surface and also because there exist few historical records of the jo-7i land system in
Koga-gun. However, the oldest historical record of the jo-7i land system remaines in Koga-gun. It is a
record about Kurabu-no-sho, the manor of Gufuku-ji temple (or Kawahara-dera in Yamato province).
Because we had not restored the jo-7i land system in Koga-gun, the location of Kurabu-no-sho manor
has not been identified. Therefore, I attempted to restore the jo-7: land system in Koga-gun, and
estimated that Kurabu-no-sho manor was located in Terasho, Kohnan-cho, Koga-gun of Shiga
Prefecture. Based on these studies, I interpreted that the place name of “Tera-sho” (“tera” meaning a
temple, and “sho,” a manor) originated from Gufuku-ji temple’s manor.

There existed four manors of Gufuku-ji temple in ancient Ohmi province. Two manors of
Heru-no-sho and Ikago-no-sho were established in the early stage of Gufuku-ji temple in the seventh
century. Two other manors, Mizushi-no-sho and Kurabu-no-sho, were established by reclaiming
wasteland in the eighth century. I compared and contrasted the location of two early manors in the
seventh century with the location of two reclaimed manors in the eighth century. The former was
clustered together with easy supply of water, and the stable basis of economy was thus provided. The
latter in the eighth century, on the other hand, had bad land conditions, often on the sloping ground,
with uncultivated lands and lack of water, while there were no remains of the jo-r: land system.
Although stable production was not expected here, it was possible to expand the manor due to the
availability of vast uncultivated land.

My study suggests that there were two types of ancient temple’s manors, which differed in terms of
origin, location, and characteristics. Although the reclaimed manors in the seventh and eighth
centuries have been altogether classified as the “initial manor,” I identified the ancient manor in the
seventh century as the “incipient manor.” They could be distinguished from other “initial manors” in
the eighth century based on the historical and geographic viewpoint.
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