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The Delivery of the Driftage Logs in the Tenryu River Basin and the Correspondence of Basin
Inhabitants from the Meiji Era into the Early Showa

YAMASHITA Takumi

This study attempts to examine the economic foundation of inhabitants of the lower Tenryu basin,
focusing on the possession of the driftage logs. The author placed a social structure of the frequency of
floods area not completed in the lower basin of the river but the lumber delivery between middle basin
and lower basin. The results are summarized as follows.

1. Upstream lumber brokers were always put under the economical influence of the downstream
lumber brokers. The downstream lumber brokers provided the felling cost of the lumber, and the
payment of the upstream lumber broker completed by arriving the lumber at the bottom basin. But
upstream lumber brokers sometimes allowed a large number of unrafted logs to drift downstream.

2. Downstream lumber brokers organized the lumber quotient trade association constructed in the
whole of the basin, and took on the correspondence of driftage logs to increase. The association made
the management of the driftage logs a contract system, and introduced the method, which gave it that
right by the bid, and they reduced the annual revenue, which could get from the bid for improvement
of the waterway of raft.

3. Driftage logs were often washed in the levee, and were likely to make it encourage flood damage
in the bottom basin. But, the riverside inhabitants of the bottom basin could get a reward from the
association by collecting washed logs. The village of the opposite side brought a suit over the reward of
the collected driftage lumber in 1915, and it is understood that the economy, which it could get from
the driftage log, grew bigger thing than before.

4. The lumber trade of Tenryu River basin showed the rapid increase after the middle of Meiji Era
that it did not finish coping it with the delivery structure, which had existed from the Edo Period.
Then, the driftage logs, which appeared at the time of the river rise, became big meaning of each
existence upstream lumber brokers, downstream lumber brokers, and riverside inhabitants.

Key words: driftage logs, upstream lumber brokers, downstream lumber brokers, riverside
inhabitants, Tenryu River basin





