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Location and Move of Ancient Oasis Settlement in the Southern Region of Taklimakan
Desert, China

OMAR Gulmira

In the past 2,000 years, oases in the southern part of the Taklimakan desert have shifted upstream
on each river to their present locations. The detailed cause of these movements is not obvious. The
purpose of this study is to elucidate changes and the cause of site location.

Using the topographic map, the migration distance and altitude difference from ancient oasis
settlements to present oasis were measured and the river flow, environmental change, etc. were
verified.

The ruined oasis with the longest migration distance (about 250km) was Keriya (Karadong),
followed by Karakash (Mazartag) with about 200km.site settlements that migrated roughly 100km
were Qira (Dandanoilik), Niya, and Andir, and those that migrated shorter distances of 20—>50km
included Sanju, Qargan, and Guma.

In summary, settlements that migrated large horizontal distances were mostly those on large rivers.

Examination of both the migration distance and altitude difference reveals that while the changes in
both distance and height were great in Karadong, the horizontal migration movement of Mazartag was
great but its change in altitude was rather small at 80m, and the migration distance of Sanju and
Qargan were small but the difference in altitude was rather large. The reasons are thought to lie in the
size of the alluvial fan where the settlement was located, the former being on a large, gently sloping
alluvial fan and the latter on small alluvial fans with a steeper gradient.

From this it is assumed that the change in flow volume between the present and the ancient
increased with the size of the river, and that the settlements had to migrate long distances up river.

Moreover, from the topographic map, the author constructed the cross sectional map of the
surrounding areas at the Niya site. Also by referring excavation materials and literature, the location of
bridge, various buildings, distribution morphology of the village, location of the old river became
evident.

Key word: Move of oases, Distribution of site, Cross section diagram,
Discharge rivers of ancient, Taklimakan desert





