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The Contents and Characteristics of “the Railway Ministry Documents”
as material on Railway History Studies

AOKI Eiichi

“The Railway Ministry Documents” are files of over thousands volumes in all, consisted of official
documents on the supervision of private railways and successive annual reports of railway companies.
They had been preserved in the Ministry of Transport (formerly, the Railway Ministry before World
War II, now reorganized to the Ministry of Transport and Land Development) by the 1970s, when the
documents were gradually transferred to and opened public at the National Archives of Japan. They
are the most fundamental and efficient material for railway history studies in Japan.

The author had an opportunity to meet with the documents in 1963 for the first time, when he was a
graduate student. Since then, the author has written many articles on historical geography of rural
private railways by using the documents. In 1968s the files of annual report of railway companies were
officially cancelled the designation of permanent preservation, when the author made his great effort
to preserve the documents at the library of National Railway Central College. The documents are now
preserved at the National Archives of Japan (mainly for files of official documents on supervision of
private railways), and the Transport Museum (mainly for files of annual report on railway companies),
which are both open to the public.

The documents are very useful to investigate the historical process from the first planning of railway
to the opening, and the detailed development of railway rolling stocks, with the opening, conversion,
and closure of stations, as well as the research of comprehensive history for each railway company.

The public opening of the documents greatly encouraged the development of railway history studies
in Japan.

Key words: railway history, Railway Ministry Documents, governmental documents,
governmental supervision for private railway, annual report of company, private railway





