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On the Location of “Manda no Tsutsumi” Embankment

KADONO Koh-ichi

This paper attempts to locate the ancient embankment called “Manda no tsutsumi” on the basis of
historical records, place names, landform analyses, historic relics, and excavations. Although an
embankment in Miyanocho of the city of Kadoma has been considered “Den Manda no tsutsumi,” my
study suggests that it was not the ancient embankment.

The area extending from Ikaga of the city of Hirakata to Tomorogi of the city of Neyagawa, once
constituting the northern end of the ancient lake of Kawachi, first appeared above the surface of the
water due to the earth and sand carried by the Yodogawa River. According to Kojiki and Nihon shoki,
the digging of “Naniwa no horie” facilitated the flow of water in the upper Yodogawa River where
“Manda no tsutumi” was constructed to protect the territory called “Manda no miyake.” This
suggests that the possible location of “Manda no tsutsumi” and “Manda no miyake” should be in the
area where reclamation proceeded early in the history of the Kawachi Plain. Regional geographic
publications of modern times consider the ancient embankment once existed in the area called
“Manda-kotei” as the remains of “Manda no tsutsumi” which was described in Kosiki and Nthon-shoki.
Considering landform and development processes, I understand that “Manda-kotei” was the ancient
embankment of “Manda no tsutsumi.”

The fact that the area had good remains of jori-grid land adjustment was due to the effectiveness of
“Manda no tsutsumi” embankment. Since there is no record of embanking from “Manda no tsutsumi”
to “Bunroku-dutsumi,” it may be suggested that “Manda-kotei” was the relics of “Manda no tsutsumi”
embankment as it lost its function.

According to Tempyo Juusannenki a facility called “Manda no tstsumi-hi” appears to have been
located in Manda-no-sato of Manda-gun, while banks such as “Takase no tsutsumi-hi” and “Karamuro
no tsutsumi-hi” are also noted. This record shows that “Manda no tsutsumi” was not a wider regional
term but represented the specific embankment on the west bank of the Yodogawa River.

“Manda-ike” as appeared in Nihon Shoki may be a pond formed along the fault line in Hiraike of the
city of Neyagawa and filled with the water of the Yodogawa-bunryuu River and Neyagawa River.
According to Nihon Shoki “Manda-ike” was connected by a canal to “Manda no miyake,” suggesting
that the pond was adjacent to “Manda no miyake.” “Manda-ike,” “Manda no miyake,” and “Manda no
tsutsumi” built to protect the former two, were all located in the same area, and so were other place
names with “Manda.” The location of embankment is assumed on the left bank of the Yodogawa River
from Ikaga of the city of Hirakata to Tomorogi of the city of Neyagawa as well as on the left bank of the
Yodogawa-bunryuu River from Taima. The location corresponds to “Manda-kotei” depicted in regional
geographic publications of modern times.

Key words: Manda no tsutsumi, Manda no miyake, Manda-kotei, Manda no tsutsumihi, Manda-ike





