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Figure 1. Townships and country towns in Wellington County
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Figure 2. Plan of Guelph and the location of churches, 1827

(‘Plan of the Town of Guelph, Upper Canada, Founded by the Canada
Company, 1827”12 &-3\THERK)
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Town Planning and Christianity During the Nineteenth Century in Guelph, Southern Ontario

TANIGUCHI Mitsuko

Country Towns are small settlements which are scattered across rural areas. Many in North
America and Australia were planned and located as the basis for pioneer settlement. In Southern On-
tario, the British Imperial Government purchased the land from the indigenous people and granted it
to new settlers between 1800 and 1820. At the beginning, the work of the land survey and the plan-
ning of towns were carried out by Imperial officials, but gradually private entrepreneurs became in-
terested and got into the work. Meanwhile, Christianity in Canada during the nineteenth century
played a role in regulating people and organizing a new society. Churches were supposed to be an
important element of the formation and development of country towns.

The purpose of this research is to reveal the process of formation of communities from the view
point of the relationship between town planning and Christianity. Guelph was chosen as a typical
country town in Southern Ontario. It is situated in the middle of Southern Ontario, and its planning
and development started in the 1830s when the development of Southern Ontario began in earnest.
The following approaches were taken to examine and assess the sample town.

First, the religious environment of Canada in the nineteenth century was discussed. There
were Christian denominations and some of them were traditional and European in origin and others
were evangelical and American. During that century, four denominations became the leading ones:
Catholic, Presbyterian, Anglican and Methodist. In the latter part of the century, the Methodist,
Preshyterian and Baptist denominations accounted for a higher proportion. People in pioneer settle-
ments preferred Methodist and Presbyterian to Anglican, because the missions of the former groups
were close and stable. During the middle of the century, some denominations were divided and new
religious movements came to Canada.

Second, the town planning of Guelph was discussed. Guelph was planned by John Galt, a Scot-
tish writer who established a land speculation company, “the Canada Company ”. He came to Canada
in 1827, and chose the land in Wellington County to make the first country town “Guelph”. Galt
thought that religion was important for town planning, and hills and squares were reserved for three
churches. Galt promoted Guelph as a major urban center, he had made grants of land and gifts of
money to religious groups to establish churches. Three groups-Preshyterian, Catholic and Anglican-
were organized and built churches in the 1830s.

Third, the social development of Guelph between the 1840s and 1880s was discussed. The pop-



ulation increased rapidly from the 1850s and the town developed its residential, commercial and in-
dustrial areas. The construction of churches was an important part of this progress. The three main
religious groups found their churches too small for the needs of their congregations and built new
churches. The Free Church movement of the Presbyterians came to Guelph and it divided the group
into three churches. New Groups such as Methodist, Baptist and Congregation were organized and
built churches. In the 1860s, many denominations expanded and a great many new and substantial
churches were erected and those shaped the urban landscape. In addition to the erection of churches,
Christian denominations built social institutions such as schools and hospitals and contributed to the
formation of community.

From these three approaches, the results can be summarized as follows: In Guelph, organized
religious groups grew rapidly, because from the beginning building churches was considered very im-
portant for town planning. In the pioneer era, people sought closeness and consolation in religion.
Doctorial differences between Christian denominations were not important. During the nineteenth
century, Protestant denominations in Canada have experienced the division, the coexistence and the
integration. And these made more evangelical Christian culture which was gradually made in the
United States in about 250 years. The process of establishment of religious groups reflected the peo-
ple and their community in the era when these settlements changed from frontiers to urban centers.

Key Words: nineteenth century, town planning, Guelph, Christian denominations, church building





