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Conflicting memories and place: historical consciousness of Shiogi, a small port in Kagawa Prefecture

OHIRA Teruhisa

This article examines how place comes to be constructed in conflicting memories through the case
of a small port Shiogi in Kagawa Prefecture. Although Shiogi was a rather prosperous port in the
coast of Seto Inland Sea of Japan since Edo period, it had declined completely before World War II
like the other ports at the mouth of a river. While Shiogi is situated in the boundary of two districts
named Yoshizu and Takuma, there is a great divergence in the descriptions of Shiogi between publi-
cations in Yoshizu and those in Takuma. That is, details in the prosperity of Shiogi are recorded in
Yoshizu, but they are hardly described in Takuma. Regarding the description of both sides’ publica-
tions as the expression of “public memory,” it can be said that the memory of both districts conflict
over Shiogi. Furthermore, both sides are narrating themselves respectively as the area played an im-
portant role in the past and progressed continuously. Shiogi is given a different role to the “narrative”
of each side boasting of its past. It appears that various historical events related to Shiogi are given
significance by being woven into such a “narrative.” It can be pointed that Yoshizu and Takuma com-
peted with each other for two prominent events related to Shiogi, namely “kitamae-bune” in Edo pe-
riod and medieval salt manufacturing. Shiogi is the place constructed in such a strategic “narrative”
description, becoming a focus of the conflict between Yoshizu and Takuma.

Key words: Place, Memory, Narrative, Port, Kagawa Prefecture





