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Changes in Religious Organizations for Pilgrimage to Ise Shrine:
A Case in Higashi-futami, Akashi City

OnoDERA Atsushi (Ibaraki University)

The purpose of this study is to make clear how religious groups for pilgrimage to Ise Shrine were
organized and how they were changed with the condition of the local economy since the end of the
18th century. Higashi-futami in Akashi City, Hyogo prefecture is chosen as the area for this case
study. It faces the Seto Inland Sea, and has been inhabited by fishermen, merchants and peasants.

There once existed ten religious groups for pilgrimage to Ise Shrine in Higashi-futami. Their
changes took place twice, that is, in the mid-Meiji period and at the end of the high economic growth
period after the Second World War. In the mid-Meiji period when the economic structure changed
due to the decline of cotton cultivation in the northwesterly neighboring Kako and Innami Counties,
cotton traders in Higashi-futami who lost a leading role in the local economy gave up their position
of the head of some religious groups to other members. The head came to be determined by shift
system among the group members instead of hereditary system of the specific family. The other
change in religious groups came up at the end of the high economic growth period, when the number
of the members decreased and most groups sank into decay.

Key words: religious group for pilgrimage to Ise Shrine, religious group, pilgrimage to Ise Shrine,
Higashi-futami in Akashi City
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