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Changes in Religious Attitudes and Cemeteries in Southern England

INapa Michihiko (Kagawa University)

This paper examines recent changes in religious attitudes by focusing upon the change of graves
and cemeteries in and around Brighton, southern England.

In the history of graves and cemeteries in Brighton, there were two major turning points. The
first was the promulgation of the law in 1853 which stipulated the movement of cemeteries from the
inner city to the suburbs and the prohibition against any new cemetery building inside of the city. In
that year, the churchyard of the Church of St. Nicholas and its two accompanying cemeteries (Fig. 2;
point 1) stopped any further interment and the interment site was moved to the parishioners’ new
cemetery which was opened at the eastern suburb (point 3). The other four cemeteries were also
established in this area after the mid-19th century. One was managed by another parish church, and
one was operated by a company named Brighton Extra Mural Company. Another was the Jewish
Cemetery and the other was operated by Brighton city. These cemeteries have changed recently.
Three cemeteries, that is, the two parishioners’ cemeteries and the company’s one went bankrupt
for the shortage of customers; one parishioners’ cemetery sold the rights to an American funeral
company, and the other two cemeteries handed over their properties to Brighton city.

The other turning point is the start of cremation. Since cremation became popular after the Sec-
ond World War, bone ash has often been buried in the ground under the flowers of a memorial gar-
den, on which only a small plate is set. People also have the option of having their ashes scattered in
the woodlands or fields. In Brighton, there are two crematoriums nearby. One is run by Brighton city,
and the other by the aforementioned American company. Whereas the city crematorium recommends
environmental-friendly ways of treatment, the company is eager to keep the memorial garden beauti-
ful where the bone ash is buried.

The author investigated the two graveyards at the rural village of Falmer in the suburbs of Brigh-
ton. In the 18th century, the churchyard had been the place where the dead were buried. Few grave-
stones remain, since wooden crosses of graves were lost in the past. A cemetery was established
probably at the end of the 19th century near the church, which was donated by its landlord. After the
both places were used for several years, the cemetery has been the main graveyard.

It appears to the author that English people wish to distance themselves from Christianity recent-
ly. The death also loses its social importance. These religious attitudes are reflected in the change of
graves and cemeteries in England.

Key words: cremation, churchyard, cemetery, Christianity
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