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Pilgrimages and Historical Consciousness in the Early Modern Age:
Rediscovery of Kamakura and a Retrospectivism

HARA Jun-ichiro

There are two purposes for this paper: the first is to understand the people’s consciousness of Ka-
makura and the reality of pilgrimages to Kamakura and to examine a pilgrimage history from the
point of view of intellectual satisfaction; and the second is to study the relationship of these findings
with the history of the development process of historical consciousness and the structural history of
culture and intelligence. I focus on these points because I think the difference in the forms of pil-
grimages to Kamakura is strongly associated with the development process of culture and historical
consciousness of the early modern Japanese people. Here travel journals are classified into two
types: those written by “urban intellectuals” and those written by “upper class villagers.” The clas-
sification is used as the core of the conceptual framework.

Although it was once the center of the politics, Kamakura had totally to a mediocre farming village
in the beginning of the Edo period. After that, however, it gradually regained popularity as a tourist
spot. Partly because the Tokugawa Shogunate claimed itself as a legitimate successor of the Kamak-
ura Shogunate, Kamakura was regarded as a Mecca of samurais in the seventeenth century, being
frequented by samurais, priests and scholars. Having a high educational background, they indeed
liked to study history solitarily, putting an emphasis on verifiability and objectivity. Nevertheless,
from the Genroku era, the urban intellectuals’ visits to Kamakura became more subjective, though
sustaining verifiability. This change was triggered by the sluggish economy causing people of all
classes to feel anxious about their social positions. As a result, the urban intellectuals had come to
develop a greater interest in something secure or eternal, and even toward the Middle Age, in which
a retrospective trend can be recognized. Here we can see a spread of historical consciousness, while
its nature had changed with the times.

On the other hand, as with the upper class villagers, a common pattern can be observed in their
activities in Kamakura. Most people in this class chose to take a “simple trip,” only visiting major
temples/shrines in the western area. Trips of this form were rarely taken among the urban intellec-
tuals, who mostly took a “grand tour,” spending several days to visit around 40 places of interest.
Urban intellectuals also took a “three-spot tour,” extending their visits to Enoshima and Kanazawa.
Contrarily among the upper class villagers, these forms were seldomly taken, and even a trip with
the principal destination set to Kamakura was not common. This suggests that the level of historical
and cultural knowledge of the upper class villagers was not very high. Therefore, the historical con-
sciousness of the upper class villagers can be considered to be mostly developed through public oc-
casions.

Key words: pilgrimages, historical consciousness, intellectual satisfaction, Kamakura, retrospectivism





