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The Characteristics of Sites for Foreign Companies in Yokohama during
the Open Port Period, 1868-1900:
Based on Directory

OTOBE Junko

The purpose of this research is clarifying the formation process and space structure of the Yokoha-
ma foreign settlement by chronologically analyzing the land use information and resident information
during 1868 to 1900 in an English yearbook called Directory. Previous studies have analyzed only
the static process of change in land use, whereas this study tries to clarify the dynamic process.

As a result of analysis the following things have become apparent. First, the Directory gives infor-
mation about people in the settlement and the land use chronologically. However, its editing policy
varies from year to year. Therefore the information of non-Occidental elements and that of former
Yokohama Shinden (Yokohama Newly Reclaimed Rice Field) have to be carefully analyzed. Second,
although many business places, including stores and trading companies, were located in the Yokoha-
ma settlement, most of them were located for a short time and they were often moved to other areas
of the settlement. Third, since in the Yokohama settlement the use of land had not been systemati-
cally planned in accordance with the conditions of location, the various ways of land use were inter-
mingled with the location trend of a few business places which had been located there for a long time
affected the functional division of the settlement. Although the functional division was emphasized
too much in preceeding studies, it has become clear that the land use for different purposes was in-
termingled inside the settlement.

However, in the Directory a large amount of personal information is included which has not been
analyzed in this study. By analyzing the movement of people in the settlement, it will be possible to
make a diagram of the settlement. For example, by delving into people with an explanatory note
“Private Residence” in the Directory, the living condition of people and their social status will be
partly clarified. Furthermore, two things should be probed, namely the real image of the areas such
as former Yokohama Shinden, whose information is not given sufficienthy in the Directory, and a so-
cial phenomenon concerning Chinese people, who are the majority in the settlement.

Key words: Yokohama, Foreigner Settlement, Directory, landuse, Meiji era





