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MORI Kohan as a Topographer
UESUGI Kazuhiro

MORI Kohan (1701-?) is regarded as one of the most important cartographers in the Edo
era. An analysis of previously unstudied resources by Kohan in conjunction with some of
his other materials, however, provides new insights into him. This paper points out that
he was a topographer before becoming a cartographer. After examining his topographical
descriptions, I discussed aspects of his geographical thought.

He lived in Kyoto in his youth. He took over his uncle’s incense business, and delivered
the goods to the Palace as well as the houses of court nobles and warriors. His high cul-
tural exchange with them through his business had a great influence on his later work and
thoughts.

After quitting his job in 1729 he moved to Osaka. With the intention of providing the
next contribution in the genealogical succession of typical Kyoto topographies, he began
two works-the “Sansyu-Sen” and the “Kosyu-Syoyo-Sen” (each title means the selection of
the topographical information about Kyoto). These works were greatly inspired by his nos-
talgic feeling towards Kyoto. An important part was also his flourishing regard of Kyoto as
a city in the present as well as one in a historical context. Therefore, his texts were not
made as accompaniments for maps, but weaved together from knowledge about ‘past place’
acquired from his reading of many other books, and one about ‘present place’ based on his
Oown experience.

Key words: MORI Kohan, topographer, topography, Kyoto, Edo era





