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Characteristics and Use of Fire Insurance Maps as Large-Scale Maps in the Showa Period

Yuya USHIGAKI

This paper discusses the validity of historical geography data of fire insurance maps by examining
their cartographic information.

During the Showa period, fire insurance maps were made between the 1930s and the 1960s as
1:600 or 1:1,000 large-scale maps. These maps were produced by personal company through the or-
ders of fire insurance companies. Therefore, those maps were difficult to be maintained during World
War II. They have hardly been known to many people because they have not been sold to public.

These maps were made in 23 wards of Tokyo, both prior to and after World War II. In Other places
a few were made. These maps contained the information of the equipments and material necessary
to extinguish fires. In particular, they contained information on restoring building components, such
as roofs and walls, land use of busy quarters, and terraced house distribution. Some maps, however
lack such information.

Fire insurance maps are effective in reconstructing land use in the case of croweded settlements,
historical landscapes, and busy quarters. The case study of Kagurazaka district in Tokyo revealed the

“decrease of croweded settlements, increase of fireproof buildings and reconstruction of ryofe; (Japa-

nese restaurants) districts between 1937 and 1952.

Fire insurance maps can supply detailed and concrete data that documentary data could not supply.
These characteristics prove that fire insurance maps are effective data sources for historical geogra-
phy.

Key words: fire insurance maps, large-scale maps, historical geography data, Showa period, Tokyo





