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Trend of the Soy Sauce Industry in the Ono-machi Area, Kanazawa City,
Ishikawa Prefecture, before World War II

Akira TAKAGI

This paper deals with the structure of a soy sauce producing area before World War II. The study,
conducted in Ono-machi, Kanazawa City, Ishikawa Prefecture, revealed that two business activities
related to soy sauce were undertaken in Ono-machi before World War I1: Shoyu-Jozo-moto (soy sauce
brewing) and Shoyu-Ukeuri-shou (soy sauce retailing).

Shoyu-Ukenri-shou had both wholesale and retail functions and was typical of the soy sauce indus-
try in pre-war Ono-machi. Some Shoyu-Ukeuri-shou tradesmen switched over to soy sauce brewing
after accumulating sufficient capital. Furthermore, like the shipping industry, the soy sauce brewing
industry was important to the economy and society of Ono-machi.

The transportation of soy sauce to downtown areas of Kanazawa improved greatly after the open-
ing of the Ono-shindo (new road) when carts could be used for this purpose instead of the carrying
poles that were used previously. Transportation to distant areas subsequently switched from ship to
railway transportation and the shipping industry that was previously a major business in Ono-machi
declined rapidly as a result. This change in the means of transporting cargo had a major impact on
the soy sauce industry. Increased unemployment associated with decreased shipping activities result-
ed in an increase in the number of people that became tradesmen in the soy brewing industry in the
area.

The associations involved in brewing soy sauce conducted themselves in a way that was based on
principles of cooperation when purchasing materials and transporting the product. This coexistence
in producing areas subsequently became an important aspect of soy sauce brewing.

Key words: soy sauce brewing, soy sauce retailing, shipping industry, the period before World War 1II,
Kanazawa





