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Transformation of Festivals in Kuwana Castle Town in the Edo Period:
Relationship between Festivals and Lifestyle of the Residents in Castle Town

WATANABE Yasuyo

The formation and succession of Ishidori Festival in Kuwana, a castle town in Mie Prefecture, is
historically examined to identify the urban scenes and lifestyle of the people from the early Edo Peri-
od to the late Edo Period.

In Kuwana in the Edo Period, Kasuga Shrine conducted three festivals: Okuruma, Hiyori and Ishi-
dori Festivals. Okuruma Festival, which was already conducted in the late Middle Age, represented
the power of some families in Kuwana who made prosperity from water transportation. The names of
floats in Okuruma Festival were Kitaichiba (Northern Market) and Minamiichiba (Southern Market).
The names represented two markets, which took place on the streets north and south of the shrine
before the Edo Period.

The participants of Hiyori Festival, which originated in the early Edo Period, were limited to the
people in the inner part of the castle town in the Edo Period. In contrast, Ishidori Festival, which was
birthed from Hiyori Festival in the middle Edo period, was supported by the townspeople of the en-
tire castle town. Festivals in Kuwana expanded from the original northern and southern markets to
the entire town. In other words, the festivals changed from those of the wealthy merchants to those
of the entire townspeople.

The diary of a lower-class samurai in Kuwana castle town describes some aspects of the daily life
in the late Edo Period. Lower-class Kuwana samurais were engaged in many kind of side jobs to-
gether with the townspeople. As a result of their usual interactions with the townspeople, they per-
formed the same kind of festivals in the urban communities. Festivals in Kuwana during the latter
half of Edo period were simple and hand-made ones, which were supported by both the samurais and
the townspeople. Festivals need to be reexamined as cultures created through the daily life of the
residents in castle towns.

Key words:  trasformation of festivals, Pre-modern castle town, urban community,
lifestyle of the residents in castle town, Kuwana





