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A study of establishing shrines and the patterns in the militia settlement
~—Focusing on the middle and upper area at the Ishikari River, Hokkaido, Japan—

ENDO Yukiko

There are shrines in every militaries settlement in Hokkaido. In this study, I have carried out re-
searches on the militia settlement in the upper and the middle reaches of Ishikari River. I have al-
ready investigated the militia settlement in the Sapporro area, and made the fact clear that the
colonial militia erected shrines in their hometown on their own initiative.

Since there are not so many important pieces of research have done with the militia settlement in
the upper and the middle reaches of Ishikari River, we cannot identify whether they erected shrines
on their own initiative or not. There is possibility that they might have erected shrines by the order
of the Meiji Government. We hardly know how they elected the deity as well. Historians have nev-
er compared shrines in each militia settlement. Thus I have investigated and found out that there
are three patterns in process of erecting shrines in the militia settlement. I have focused on a con-
sideration of a reciprocal relationship between the origin of erecting shrines in militia settlements
and the political policies of the Meiji Government.

I have conducted a field survey of the Takikawa area (middle basin), the Kamikawa basin (upper
basin), the south sorachi basin (lower middle basin), and the Uryu region (upper middle basin) on the
reaches of Ishikari River. That militia settlement has settled from 1889 t01896.

Focusing on the origin of erecting shrines, you can identify there are three patterns in reciprocal
relationship between shrines and the militia settlements.

1. Takikawa basin: Type as a sanctuary place to pray. (The leaders of the colonial militia proposed
to erect shrines.)

2. Kamikawa basin, South Sorachi basin: Type as a public asset. (Those whom interested or like-
minded in colonial militia erected shrines)

3. Uryu basin: Type as the commemorative mark. (The colonial militia performed a ceremony of
the Shinto religion and erected shrine as commemorative mark when they developed village.)

By symbolizing shrines as national ritual, the Meiji Government was willing to organize nation
with centralization of power with the Emperor at its center. In most of the militia settlement, they
worship Amateras Omikami, the deity of the sun and the most important deity of the Shinto religion.
There was an intentional refection of shrines in most of the militia settlement in the upper and the
middle reaches of Ishikari River. Thus we can tell that there was a huge effect of Emperor system
of Japan in its history. The militia settlement was playing an important part as being exemplary citi-
zen in new world in the second decade of the Meiji era. This research identified that shrines in the
militia settlements in the upper and the middle reaches of Ishikari River were different from those in
Sapporo area, which erected in the early Meiji era.

Significance of existence of shrines in Ishikari River area was playing the role of improving recog-
nition of people as a member of the Meiji Nation.

X The militia settlement means Tondenhei-son.

¥ The colonial militia means Tondenhei.
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