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On the Problems for the Registration of the World Heritage in Japan
— the Meaning of Nara Conference —

UENO Kunikazu (Nara Women’s University)

“Nara Conference on the authenticity” was hold from the first to the sixth, November, 1994 in
Nara, Japan. On the final day, Nara Conference announced “Nara Document on the authenticity” by
mutual agreement.

There are nine cultural world heritages and three natural world heritages in Japan. In present,
World Heritage is known popularly in Japan, however, the authenticity is not popular term. When we
talk on the conservation of cultural heritage, we should check the authenticity unavoidable. Japanese
Government had to pass the examination by UNESCO for the authenticity on the cultural monu-
ments.

The examination caried out by UNESCO has some items, the authenticity is the most important
concept in them. This authenticity is conceived in the spirit of the Venice Charter, 1964. The con-
cept of “world heritage” established through the international activity that conserved Abu Simbel,
Egypt and Borobudur, Indonesia. And some principles on the conservation of monuments had estab-
lished in many conservation works in the world, specialy in European countries.

The autheticity is concidered to continue after they keep the origin on the design, the materiel,
the method and the environment. If we keep this rule exactly, we can not any change on the design,
the materiel, the method and the environment. However, it is usual that we have few or light
change, when we carry out the restoration. It is desired to get the developed idea on the authentici-
ty in the balance between to keep origin and to change.

“Nara Document on the authenticity” shows us “the diversity” on cultures and heritages, and em-
phasis that concept.

I introduced “The machinami charter” that announced in the annual meeting of “ the Japan Associ-
ation of civic groups on the conservation of the historic district” on Octorber 2000, in Miyazaki.
Some coutries presented their own charter on the conservation of cultural heritages in their coun-
tryies. Because, each country has own cultural heritages which are diversity, so that they had an-
nounced their own charter. “The machinami charter” is only one charter on the conservation of the
cultural heritages in Japan. Therefore, I introduced it briefly.

Recentry it is talked “the tangible heritage and the intangible heritage”. And UNESCO adopted
“the convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” on 2003. and UNESCO
has started to list up intangible cultural heritages as world heritage.

Key words: World heritage, Aauthenticity, Nara document, Intangible, Historical landscape





