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The Use of Water Sources for Agricultural Irrigation and Customs Associated with Water Rights,
in the Mt. Katsuragi Area, Nara Prefecture, in Early Modern Times

TAKAHASHI Seigo

This paper aimed to clarify the water sources used for irrigation in the area around the foot of Mt.
Katsuragi, in Nara prefecture. Because of the special nature of local conditions, it has always been
difficult to secure a consistent supply of water for agriculture in the Nara basin. As a result, local ag-
ricultural communities devised different solutions, which have been subject to a number of studies.
On the other hand, however, no study has yet been undertaken on irrigation in the northern part of
Nara basin.

The key results:

1) Because there was less water available on the plains than on the mountain side, farmers on the
plains supplemented their supply with water from reservoirs and underground pipes.

2) Many irrigation groups, made up of two or three villages, were formed around a single source
such as a river. The group controlled water rights and apportioned the use of the water. Dis-

putes often occurred over breaches of water rights.

3) Water rights disputes were typically settled out of court.When it was impossible to settle out of
court, the dispute was referred to the neighbourhood committee, or the agency of the local lord.

Key words:  Mt. Katsuragi, irrigation group, water rights, water rights disputes





