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The Relation between a Geopolitical School and the Military in Japan,
1939-1942: A Critical View on the Role of Geographers

KOBAYASHI Shigeru and NARUMI Kunitada

From the end of the 1930s up to 1945, a group of geographers was active in preparing the regional
geography of the world, conforming to the expansionistic policy of the Japanese military. They
formed a society called Sogo-chiri-kenkyukai (Society for the Research of Comprehensive Geography)
with Saneshige Komaki (1898-1990), the geography professor of Kyoto University, as the central fig-
ure of their geopolitical group and made contact with high-ranking officers of the General Staff Office
in Tokyo. However their actual inter-relations have been dissembled, due to the destruction of the
documents following the defeat of Japan in August, 1945 and the silence of the members during the
postwar period.

The authors conducted an investigation into the records of Nobuo Muroga (1907-1982), recently
deposited in the Archive of Kyoto University. Muroga occupied an important position in society, as a
lecturer and subsequently associate professor of geography of Kyoto University under Komaki. The
purpose of this paper is to report the results of preliminary analysis of Muroga’s records, including
drafts of reports and letters from 1939 to 1942.

It is remarkable that the society had only indirect relations with the General Staff Office during
this period. The Kosen-kai, an association which was organized by the senior staff officer, Tatsuhiko
Takashima, and his supporters in order to propagate their own ideas on the total war, met the re-
search expenses of the geographers with funds collected from the business community in the Kansai
area. The essence of reports of the geographers was announced to the leading members of the Gen-
eral Staff Office by Takashima and the functionaries of the association. It is also noteworthy that Ta-
kashima’s relegation from the General Staff Office in December, 1940 reduced the financial power
and influence of the Kosen-kai.

The geographers collected books and reports with the money provided by the Kosen-kai and pre-
pared drafts of regional geography of the world, based on nationalistic and expansionistic perspec-
tives. Some of the geographers also published geographical books of major global regions, such as
Indochina. However the Kosen-kai seldom provided them with materials such as maps and military
secrets concerning the areas they studied. Accordingly, the Sogo-chiri-kenkyukai was regarded as a
civilian agent of ideological battle in contrast to the widespread view on this group.

Key words: Geopolitik, War, Military, Sogo-chiri-kenkyukai, Kosenkai



