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Map Making for the Disputes concerning the Periodic Market in Kozuke and
Musashi Provinces during the Edo Era

WATANABE Hideaki

In the Edo era, several types of maps were made in order to settle disputes. These kinds of maps
were discussed mainly in the context of the litigation system. The current research, however, sug-
gests exploring the relationship between the feature on the maps and the points being disputed.
From this viewpoint, I analyze the maps for any disputes concerning the periodic market.

In the Kanto district, many disputes concerning the periodic markets broke out during the Edo
era. These were divided into three categories: 1) disputes between the market towns, 2) disputes
between the market town and the adjacent village, and 3) disputes within each market town.

The first two categories, while important, did not require the creation of many maps. The first
category of disputes concerned the creation of new periodic markets and the change of the market
days. In these disputes, the point of contention was obvious. The second category, disputes be-
tween the market town and adjacent village, were also obvious without the creation of specialized
maps.

The third category was the disputes concerning the boundaries of the town blocks with their own
rotating market day, or the arrangement of the stalls in each market town. Two types of maps were
often made for these disputes. The boundaries and lengths of each of the town blocks, based on the
location survey, were emphasized on the maps for the disputes concerning the boundaries. The
names of the goods sold in each stall were emphasized on the maps concerning the arrangement of
the stalls. These types of maps sometimes represented the small site of the market town, which di-
rectly concerned the disputes. These maps were made for a variety of purpose in the disputes: to
show the allegation of the plaintiff or defendant, the subject of discussion, or the contents of the con-
clusion.

The relationship between the features on the maps and the point of dispute becomes a valuable
viewpoint when discussing the maps.

Key words: map making, the Edo Era, the Kanto district, dispute, periodic market



