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Formation and Unification of a Dispersing Castle Town:
Through the Reconstruction of Sekiyado Castle Town in Shimousa Province

KAWANA Tadashi

This paper aims to clarify the formation and process of Sekiyado castle town in early modern
times through the reconstruction of Sekiyado castle town. Sekiyado castle town is located in the cen-
ter of the Kanto plain, and it was regarded as a strategically important point for water traffic. Sekiyado
castle had two towns called “Daishuku” and “Aziroshuku” in the latter half of the 16th century.
“Daishuku” was next to the castle, and “Aziroshuku” was near the river far from the castle. It is
thought that each location of the two towns shows the difference in the city function. Afterwards the
two towns were re-organized as the merchant district (chonin-machi) of the new castle town.

In the first half of the 17th century, in Sekiyado castle town, the Samurai district was arranged in
the castle area, and the chonin-machi was arranged outside the castle area. The common soldier dis-
tricts and temples were also arranged on the perimeter of the castle town.

Each chonin-machi adjacent to the castle adopted a plan of fate-machi and the yoko-machi model.
Such differences in each form show the differences in the time the machi were established. And
these five machi were organized as Sekiyado castle town. As a result, Sekiyado castle town became a
dispersed form.

In the latter half of the 17th century, the common soldier district at the edge of the castle town
moved into the castle area. Therefore, the castle area spread substantially. Moreover, new chonin-
machi were formed along the main road and ruins of temples.

Each machi of Sekiyado castle town was characterized as a commercial function, a harbor function,
a stage function, and an agriculture function. Centripetal force to the castle was low in remote machi
from the castle, which was in the stage of non-separation between urban and farm functions.

Sekiyado castle town was unable to develop as a highly advanced center, and it formed a dispersing
spacial form. It became a dispersing functional region tied up with politically interdependent rela-
tions. In conclusion, it is thought that the city in early modern times under the Shogunate reign had
a great importance for such functional ties.

Key words: Sekiyado castle town, plan, a dispersing form, functional region,
politically interdependent relations



