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Bibliographical Approach to Nineteenth Century Pictorial Maps of
Ezo Province Owned by the Nitobe Memorial Museum

TOMATSURI Yumio, IDETA Kazuhisa, HIRAI Shogo, ONODERA Atsushi and NAKANISHI Kazuko

The authors visited three facilities in their search for old pictorial maps of Ezo Province made by
the Nambu-Morioka clan at the end of the Tokugawa Shogunate: Hakodate City Central Library, Mo-
rioka Central Public Hall and Nitobe Memorial Museum. In this paper, twenty-nine old pictorial maps
held by the Nitobe Memorial Museum are analyzed from a viewpoint of bibliographical study.

This museum holds twenty-nine pictorial old maps owned by Mr. Nitobe Jujiro, the deputy leader
of the mission detached by the Nambu-Morioka clan. These maps can be classified into five groups
(Ala~B).

[Ala] : Five survey maps of fortified base-camps situated in Hakodate.
[Alb] : Six survey maps of fortified camps, gun batteries and lookouts situated around Funka Bay.
[A2a] : Seven route maps of the northern seashore of Tsugaru Strait from Hakodate to the west

which borders on the area guarded by the Matsumae clan.

[A2b] : Five route maps from the southeastern shore of the Oshima Peninsula to the east which

borders on the area guarded by the Date-Sendai clan.

[B] : Six maps of the whole or a part of Ezo Province.

The authors analyzed them closely, comparing them with those held by the other two museums.
As a result, the following conclusions were drawn.

1.

The same notes can be seen on all 23 maps of Group A (Ala~A2b) of the Nitobe Memorial
Museum’s collections. The notes indicate that the maps were the official ones drawn by the
Nambu-Morioka clan’s detached mission.

. Five maps in Group B were contemporary copies of those belonging to the Hakodate Com-

missioner’s Office of the Tokugawa Shogunate.

. Similar maps appear in the Morioka Central Public Hall’s collection and Hakodate City Cen-

tral Library’s collection as in the Nitobe Memorial Museum’s collections. Moreover, in the
Morioka Central Public Hall’s collection, there are mostly two or three copies of each map of
the Nitobe Memorial Museum’s collection.

. At least one copy of each set of maps held by Morioka Central Public Hall bears the owner-

ship stamp of the lord of Nambu-Morioka clan.

. We therefore deduce that the Morioka Central Public Hall’s collection holds both an original

and a duplicate copy of maps that were dedicated to the lord of Nambu-Morioka clan by this
clan’s detached mission, while the Nitobe Memorial Museum’s collection holds a private copy
of those maps made by Mr. Nitobe Jujiro himself.

. Alongside the ownership stamp of the lord of Nambu-Morioka clan, the ownership stamp of

Mr. Ueyama Han’yemon, the commander of the mission, can also be found on four maps in
the Morioka Public Hall collection. We presume that these maps must have been owned by
Mr. Ueyama.

. A note attached to one of the maps stored in Hakodate City Central Library states that the

maps were traced from maps of the Nitobe’s collection. In that case, the tracing appears to
have been undertaken by the Library in recent times as a part of its referencing and materi-
als collection operations.

. Further study into old pictorial maps of Ezo Province made by the Nambu-Morioka clan at

the end of Tokugawa Shogunate is required, in particular those held by the Morioka Central
Public Hall.
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