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The Meaning of “Otaue” for the Local Community in the Period between
the Taisho and the Pre-war Showa Era:
Case Study of the Relationship with the Livestock Industry in Moriwaki,
Hiwa Village, Hiroshima Prefecture

TAKANO Hiroshi

There are a number of research papers and essays on the custom of ofaue (rice-planting festival) in
the Chugoku Region, and it has often been investigated from two viewpoints: (1) Japanese folklore
studies, and (2) historical studies of dengaku (Japanese performing arts). In the former, this custom
has either been treated as what remains of traditional rice-planting in Japan or as a typical ritual for
the autumn harvest. In the latter, it has been emphasized as a means of clarifying preliminary steps
toward the establishment of dengaku. Researches on otaue have been driven by such academic inter-
ests, and many papers have been written on the subject. However, in these studies, the relationship
between the festival and the local community has commonly been neglected. Attention has mainly
focused on issues related to otaue itself, concerning the various rituals involved in worshipping God.

Building on an awareness of these issues, this paper focuses on a particular case of ofaue that was
held in Moriwaki, Hiwa Village in the period between the Taisho era and the pre-war Showa era, and
analyzes the relationship between the custom of ofaue and the local community. The following two
points are elucidated through a consideration of the relationship with the livestock industry (Chapter
3) and analyses of the social situations surrounding each of the participants (Chapter 4): (1) the social
foundation of ofaue, and (2) the meanings of this custom for the local community. The conclusions of
the paper (Chapter 5) are summarized as follows:
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In this period, there were very few large-scale landowners. The local community of Moriwaki
was composed of small and autonomous farming households. Decline of the iron industry in
the Meiji-Taisho period and bankruptcy of the families that had operated mines contributed to
such a social structure.

On the other hand, the livestock industry of this area had been dramatically developed by the
government industrial policy that became effective after the Meiji era. During its develop-
ment, animal doctors rapidly made their fortunes and achieved a higher social standing.

There was deep discord between animal doctors, emerging leaders of regional society, and lo-
cal people. In order to show their appreciation and resolve the situation, they hosted ofaue as
a big festival. Ofaue was held when they retired or when their earnings were greater than in
usual years.

However, the participants of otaue lacked unity. The significance of ofaue depended on their
position in the festival (cattle merchants who gathered to trade their animals, farmers and
breeders who tried their skill in the soil puddling competition, young men and women who
wanted a place to meet, and so on).

Otaue existed at the point where the motives or interests of a variety of people crossed, and
the festival acquired a conventionalized style in such a situation.

Key words: ofaue (rice-planting festival), local community, livestock industry, animal doctor,

Hiwa village, Hiroshima Prefecture



