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Historico-geographical Reconstruction of a Kokujin-class Castle-town, Kuroiwa,
Tosa Province, in Sengoku Period:
Based on Both Cadastres of Chdsokabe and the Meiji Period

KATAOKA Takeshi

I reconstructed the late Sengoku Period castle-town of Kuroiwa in the Takaoka County of modern-
day Kéchi Prefecture, Japan, by referring primarily to cadastral records compiled by Chdsokabe
Motochika in (1590) and Meiji (1868-1912) cadastres. I analyzed the homestead area of retainers by
referring to data such as small place names (Honogt); notes on the sites registered in Chdsokabe
Cadastral Books and the land survey register; common names used in the past (based on my fact-
finding survey); land plots on a cadastral map C,1889; and a cadastre from around 1889 that corre-
sponds to the Meiji cadastral map, in addition to the spatial data recorded in Chdsokabe Cadastral
Books. My examination shows that in Kuroiwa, homesteads in the castle market town were lined up
densely along the street. Many retainer homesteads also tended to group closely together, influenced
by the topography of the region.

Analysis of Chdsokabe Cadastral Books and the cadastre from around 1889 revealed the two distinct
topographical regions of Kuroiwa Castle-Town and its surrounding areas. An alluvial plain, which had
already been developed by the time of land surveying in those days, accorded most accurately with
the 1889 cadastre in comparison with all the other areas.

From the viewpoint of cultivated land tenure, I examined the characteristics of the entitled mem-
bers in the castle market town and the retainers. While the entitled members in the castle market
town and the retainers both owned cultivated land, the extent to which agriculture was practiced by
these two types of landowners differed markedly. Half of them in the castle market town, for exam-
ple, did not own cultivated land and engaged only in commerce, while the land-owning half engaged
in both commerce and agriculture. In contrast, most retainers owned cultivated land with areas rang-
ing from 1,093 to 7,652m®.

Key words: castle town, Sengoku Period, Chdsokabe Cadastral Books, the Meiji Period Cadastre,
Tosa Province



