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Hideshiro Hara: Historical Geographer of the Meiji Era:
An Examination from a Biobibliographical Perspective

KAWAI Ichiro

Hideshiro Hara (1872-1913) was the first Japanese historical geographer to hold a doctorate in his-
torical geography, and the height of his career was enjoyed during the Meiji era (1868-1912). His pri-
mary work, Nihon Kokushi Chizu Fu Nihon Kokushi Chiri (Japan Historical Atlas with Japan
Historical Geography, 1906) is a novel work that received high acclaim in the academic arena of geog-
raphy at the time. Nevertheless, today, Hara is a long-forgotten historical geographer in the geo-
graphic world, with no later research taking note of his achievements. Thus, this study intends to
illuminate Hara’s academic life and achievements through the biobibliographical approach. By means
of such pursuit, this study aims to contribute to the clarification of the history of historical geography
in Japan.

As a result of the examination, the following points have become apparent: 1) Hara studied at the
Graduate School of Tokyo Imperial University under Kumezo Tsuboi, who assumed a pioneering role
in introducing modern human geography, and succeeded to his theory. 2) Although he was involved
in the establishment of the Nihon Rekishi Chiri Kenkyukai (Japanese Society for the Research of
Historical Geography) during his years at the Graduate School, he did not participate much in its ac-
tivities so as to concentrate on his research. 3) At the Graduate School, Hara focused primarily on
the study of the frontier of the ancient Tohoku region (the northeastern area of Honshu) and at-
tempted to examine its development, administrative and military bases, traffic routes, and so forth.
His method of research was empirical, centering on the observation of ruins and landform, and place-
name research at the actual site. This research was highly evaluated and Hara was therefore awarded
a doctorate from Tokyo Imperial University in 1905. Hara’s research method has something in com-
mon with the methods used in today’s historical geography research. 4) After obtaining a doctorate,
he engaged in educational activities at Kokugakuin University, Meiji University, and so forth while
furthering his studies in historical geography. In particular, Hara devoted himself to place-name re-
search and the creation of historical atlas. 5) Hara died at the young age of 42 in 1913 and conse-
quently did not get to fully publicize his vast research findings, including his doctoral dissertation. In
addition, Hara did not have any successors to his scholarship and, thus, this has likely caused him to
be forgotten in the geographical world today.

Key words: Hideshiro Hara, history of historical geography, doctoral dissertation, historical atlas,
biobibliographical approach



