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Changes in Imamiya-matsuri Festival and its Kamigyo Parish in the Late Medieval
Kyoto: A Study on the Spatial Structures Appearing at the Time of the Festival

HONDA Kenichi

Kyoto has long celebrated various city festivals. As for studies on medieval festivals, many have
been conducted on festivals held in Shimogyo, the southern half of the city, such as Gion-e Festival.
Yet previous studies do not focus on festivals held in Kamigyo, the northern half, such as Imamiya-
matsuri Festival. Focusing on Imamiya Festival, this paper not only demonstrates how it changed
through late medieval times, but also examines the spatial structures that appeared at the time of the
festival.

Imamiya-matsuri is a festival of the Imamiya Shinto Shrine in Kamigyo parish (ujiko-kuiki). This
research reveals that at the time of the festival, there appeared three rather particular spatial struc-
tures within the parish. First of all, the district called Nishijin-kocho in the parish monopolized man-
agement of the festival. Secondly, a mikoshi (portable shrine) was carried around, especially in both
the Omiya area of Nishijin-kocho and the Ogawa area nearby. Last, neighborhoods (machi) of Nishijin-
kocho served festival tools called kenhoko. Among the two kinds of kenhoko, Senbon-hoko possessed
by neighborhoods of the Senbon area were classified as superior to Kyo-hoko possessed by neighbor-
hoods of Omiya area. These spatial structures often contradicted each other, which seemed to be a
result of various historical incidents, accumulating in a multi-layered way.

Spatial structures that appear at the time of festival reveal the multi-layeredness of citizens’ spa-
tial perception of space in the past. Consideration of their structural relationship to the actual space
can contribute greatly to research on space in the past.

Key words: Imamiya-matsuri festival, late medieval times, Kamigyo in Kyoto, parish (ujiko-kuiki),
spatial structure



