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Development of Vegetable Seed Circulation and its Particularity in Modern Japan,
by Analysis Based on the Dealings Record of a Seed Dealer on the Outskirts of Morioka

SHIMIZU Katsushi

This paper aims to clarify the role played by a local seed dealer and the surrounding area in the
circulation, breeding, and growing of vegetable seeds in modern Japan, through analysis of the
"Account book (Daifuku-Cho)" of the Takahashi shop in Senboku-cho, Morioka City, Iwate Prefecture.

The Takahashi shop provided stock seeds of local or foreign vegetables (especially cabbage) and
consigned the seed growing to farmers in the vicinity. The shop also shipped a variety of vegetable
seeds to them, and they sold the seeds in the Shimokita peninsula, Kitakami highlands, and Sanriku
coasts, etc. Basically, the shop and the farmers worked together organically, and formed a vegetable
seed growing industry region in which the shop became the nucleus.

Alternatively, the shop functioned as a junction of the seed circulation that connected the seed
dealers in each city in Hokkaido and Honshu. The shop shipped the cabbage seeds and seedlings to
the seed dealers and the farmers in the old Morioka Clan territory, and played an important role in
the formation of a cabbage production area, based on the breeding technology and the advantage of
seed circulation on a national scale.

Key words: Seed circulation, Seed dealer, Breeding technology,
Account book (Daifuku-Cho), Morioka City



