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Development of Manda and Katano areas: In relation to Miyake

KADONO Koh-ichi

It has been widely accepted that the Katano GUN was a part of the Manda GUN and that the
Katano GUN was divided from the Manda GUN in the latter half of the seventh century. This
commonly accepted theory comes from having considered the place name "Miyake" in Katano to be a
vestige of Manda no Miyake seen in historical materials. Certainly the Katano area and the Manda
area are geographically close, but according to historical materials, Manda no Miyake was developed
by building Mandano Tsutsumi on the left side bank of the Yodo River morass; it is not appropriate
for describing the plateau area of Katano. If the place name of "Miyake" in the Katano area should be
considered to be a vestige of Manda no Miyake, it assumes that the Katano GUN was originally
included in the Manda GUN. However, there are no historical materials showing that the Katano area
was included in the Manda area nor showing that the Katano GUN was derived from the Manda
GUN; the ground for the above-mentioned theory is thus doubtful. Both areas are surely
geographically closely-aligned, but cannot be considered to be identified as one. The development of
the Manda area went off rapidly after when the water policy was conducted by the royalty as Naniwa
no Horie was dug through and Manda no Tsutsumi was constructed from the mid- fifth century.

In the Katano area, there remains of large-scale early and middle typed burial mounds
constructed during the third and the fifth centuries. It suggests the presence of a powerful family
there, and there was a great change from the end of the fifth century through until the sixth century.
In this time, remains related to iron manufacturing and earth fast post structures presumably used as
warehouses are excavated from the Mori Remains. The old burial mounds since around the sixth
century show the feature of Torai. The powerful family that meets these circumstances was only
one: Kanuchino Miyatsuko. Kanuchino Miyatsuko family is supposed to come to Katano at the end of
the fifth century then to start iron manufacturing there. In the early eighth century, it changed its
family name to Moribeno Muraji. Concerning Moribeno Muraji, it is shown in the document
describing about the donation of Miyake-yama Shoen to Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine that they were
the chief of Katano and ruled over the area in the tenth century. Thus, in Katano, large-scale iron
manufacturing was conducted, and large-scale earth fast post structures were built; they were
thought to be a part of the remains of "Katano no Miyake" that was established by the royalty from
the sixth century. The name of "Miyake-yama" is thus supposed to be a vestige of Miyake that was
established in Katano. Kanuchino Miyatsuko family was supposed to be a chief in the Katano area at
that time managing and administering that Miyake.

Based upon the foregoing, I conclude that since around the sixth century, Manda no Miyake was
set up in the Manda area while the Katano no Miyake was set up in the Katano area, Though the
name of Katano no Miyake is not found in any historical materials, it is clear that there was Katano
no Miyake in the Katano area and that it was one of those Miyake that had not been recorded in
historical materials. The Manda area and the Katano area were probably made into GUN based on
the foundation of the two Miyake. The formation of the Manda GUN and the Katano GUN should be
dated from around the late seventh century to the early eighth century.
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