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A Study of the Relationship between the Development of
Colonial Geography and Colonial Studies in Japan

MIKI Masafumi

This paper clarifies the characteristics and importance of geographical studies in interdisciplinary
colonial studies by considering geographical studies on colonial areas from pre-World War I to re-
cent times. Colonial geography means the primary studies of colonies in geography. The contents of
this study can be summarized as follows:

1. The Tokyo Geographical Society edited the geographical descriptions of colonies on the basis of
regional geography in modern geographical systems. Although these have not been considered as
the results of colonial geography, the author considers it to be apt to be pre-historical.

2. TAKEMI Yoshiji who participated in colonial geography as a population geographer was a
specialist in this area who struggled with its systematization. However, he persisted in his
attempts to exclude the regional geographical results because his stance was to quickly
systematize colonial geography. While, TANAKA Shusaku tried to discover the principle of the
colonial geography in regional geographical results. TOMITA Yoshiro studied colonial settlements
as the basis of geomorphology.

3. Colonial geography ceased to exist at the end of World War I, and a few geographers did not
succeed to exist for the acclimatization studies by WADA Shunji in post-World War 1I. Although
migration studies have been activated in geographical societies by the liberalization of going
abroad in Japan, they have been unable to develop colonial studies. Although colonial studies have
been activated by other researchers except for geographers since the 1970s, geographical studies
have tended to avoid them. Finally, geographical studies of colonies started to revive studies of
colonial cities etc. as new trend which were different from the colonial geography in the pre-World
War 1I in the latter half of the 1980s.

Colonial geography had a characteristic that was lacking in colonial political studies as studies of
reclaimed land which developed from the population geography. This is considered to play an impor-
tant part in compensating for the loss and correcting of colonial political studies.

Because the acclimatization studies in which some geographers were interested in pre-World War
II times were closely related to Japanese military invasion policies for south eastern Asia and the
Pacific areas in World War II, many geographers have tended to regard them as geopolitics in Post-
World War 1II. It is expected that acclimatization studies will be developed by reconsidering the rela-
tionship between medicine, bioclimatology, ecology and geography, and expanding the northern areas
after this.

The author has commonly explained that many geographers avoided colonial studies because they
criticized geopolitics in World War 1T in this paper. However, its explanation will have to be recon-
sidered primarily. Although many researchers excluding geographers started to study colonial history
in the 1960s, the author considers that it is impossible to find the real cause as to why geographers
have avoided it. Such an issue is a task for future studies to resolve.

Key words: colonial geography, TAKEMI Yoshiji, TANAKA Shusaku, Tomita Yoshiro,
acclimatization study



