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Peddling Activities of Firewood Sellers in the Suburbs of Kyoto:
Case Study of Yase and Ohara Villages from the 1870s to the 1950s

HASHIMOTO Akiko

Peddling activity was one of the traditional trade activities in Japan that decreased rapidly after the
mid 1950s. This study focused on female firewood sellers who supplied fuel before the mid 1950s in
Kyoto. Additionally, the study focused on the production and trade activities of firewood sellers in
Yase and Ohara -suburbs of Kyoto- by studying the changes in peddling activity in the context of its
relationship with the center of Kyoto and its suburbs.

The results of the study revealed the following points. The female firewood sellers in Yase and
Ohara usually had one day trip, and lived approximately 20 kilometers (north maximum) from the
center of Kyoto. There were two ways of collecting firewood. One was to cut branches from their
forests, and the other was to cut branches from the large mountainous forests of landowners instead
of mowing underbrush and pruning. These female firewood sellers earned a living through agricul-
ture and sold firewood to supplement their income. Many households engaged in peddling, except for
large landowners who owned forests of 20 hectares or more. A husband and wife worked together,
and if either one was unable to work, the partner had to seek additional work related to other occu-
pations to earn a surplus income. In order to earn a surplus income, peddlers looked for long-dis-
tance customers or made the firewood look better. However, because firewood and coal stores
operated their business along the Ohara street in the 1930s, the female firewood sellers shifted from
face-to-face selling to wholesale distribution in the 1940s. Although the demand for firewood in-
creased owing to fuel shortage and the firewood rationing system during the wartime period, the de-
mand for firewood decreased after the war because of the rapid spread of the use of gas in the mid
1950s.

Key words: Modern times, Kyoto, the Suburbs of Kyoto, Peddling Activities, OHARAME



