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Spatial Transformation and its Background of Kinai in Ancient Japan

KADOI Naoya

Kinai was a special administrative district near the capital, which consisted of four Kuni provinces
(Yamato no Kuni, Kawachi no Kuni, Settsu no Kuni, and Yamashiro no Kuni). The institution of Kinai
originated in China and was founded in Japan in 646 AD. However, at that time, the territory of Kinai
was divided into four spots, and its boundary differed from that of later Kinai. This is because
its basic spatial recognition differed from that of the Kuni provinces that comprised later Kinai.

The former Kinai was created for the primitive Yamato government by dividing a well-known
region along roads extending from the Nara basin. It was a mere regional division rather than an
administrative district and was independent of the capital. Therefore, the former Kinai subsisted
even during the era of Emperor Tenchi, when the capital moved to Omi no Kuni.

However, Kinai transformed during the era of Emperor Tenmu. In 675 AD, the government
prohibited powerful clans from privately ruling people, and Kuni and its lower district Kohri, which
governed people territorially, became more important. In addition, the government armed Kinai and
frequently reviewed weapons owned by officers who resided there. Gradually, the four Kuni provinces
within the former Kinai were almost recognized as a Kinai.

Since the era of Emperor Jifoh, the government adopted policies that distinguished them. There-
fore, former Kinai, divided by four spots, was entirely replaced by later Kinai consisting of four Kuni
provinces, and Kinai became a special administrative district to support the capital.

Key words: Kinai, Kuni, boundary, territory, spatial recognition



