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Climate Disaster and Disaster Prevention Prayer,

and Climate Variation in Ancient and Medieval Times

TAGAMI Yoshio

In this study, records of climate festival and climate disaster are examined, and reconstruction of
climate variation in ancient and medieval times is attempted. The results can be summarized as fol-
lows. 1. Mainly in the Kinki region of 7-12 century, records of pray for rain remain. Many of them
have been recorded by the state, and they are relatively consistent. 2. Pray for rain was done upon
the occurrence of climate disasters such as drought and it corresponds to the time of emergency.
Therefor the record supplements the climate disaster record and it is able to reconstruct the climate
change. 3. Pray for rain records increase from around the 8th century, reach a peak in the 10th cen-
tury and decrease after then. This may indicate the drying trend of the 10th century. 4. At the end of
9th century, long rain records increase, but drought record decrease. This may show the trend of
wetting and it is clear from the 880’s to 890’s in particular.

(Toyama University)

Key words: drought, pray for rain, climate reconstruction, medieval times, Japan



