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Making the Database of Weather Record in Old diaries and Its Significance

YOSHIMURA Minoru

Weather description in old diaries have been collected and we made a database which was named
“historical weather database on the web (hwdb)”. This database shows daily and monthly weather
conditions over Japan between the latter half of Edo era., and early Meiji era., which covers the peri-
od from 1661 to 1892. The weather information from various locations over the years was included in
the database.

The database is opened to the general user, and the method for searching old weather records was
explained. Furthermore, several attempts for reconstructing the climate in historical period using
the data obtained from this database were explained, such as estimating the long-term variations in
the summer rainfall and the monthly mean temperatures in summer/winter.

Although it would be a problem that there are few diaries which overlapped with the observational
period, the weather description in old diaries is valuable for reconstructing the climatic variations for
longer period, during which the observational data were not available. Thus, this database will play
an important role for historical climatological studies.

Key words: database, weather, diary, climate reconstruction



