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19th Ccentury Chinese Coastal Meteorology:

Climate Reconstruction based on Historical Record in English Newspapers

TSUKAHARA Togo

This paper will report the nineteenth century climate data gathering and its reconstruction based
on historical records reported on the English newspaper at the Chinese coastal (colonial port) cities.
Most of those Chinese coastal cities are controlled by British, known as colonial port towns, and
most of places, English language newspapers were published by the British as the medium for their
commercial and public communication.

These newspapers are consisting the parts of the so-called “(British) Imperial media network”,
which once has spread all kinds of news, foremost financial and trade data, all over the world, in the
British Empire where was “without setting sun”. Our research project is intending to collect meteo-
rological information and data appeared in those newspapers at the Chinese coastal cities, such as
Honkong, Canton and Shanghai.

Time-span is targeted mainly before 1873, the year of the establishment of CCMR (China Coast
Meteorological Register), with special reference to the period around the Opium war 1840-42 and
when the five Chinese ports were opened by the Convention of Tientsin in 1884. This time period is
comparable to meteorological observation by the Japanese open ports in the 1850s-60s.

As a result of this research, I have found several substantial series of historical meteorological re-
cords, like Conntor 1820s-1840: Shanghai 1847-1854: Hong Keong 1844-1845, These sets of data
are now processed to digitization, for further meteorological examination. Several other manuscript
or weather and climate are also found, and they are now under examination.

(Kobe University)

Key words: Historical Meteorology, English Newspaper, History of Science, Historical Geography,
British Imperial Media Network



