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Wartime Meteorological Observations of the Japanese Military in East Asia and

the Collection of Its neglected Data

KOBAYASHI Shigeru* and YAMAMOTO Haruhiko**

During World War II, Japanese military extended meteorological observations in East Asia and
western Pacific, mainly because the importance of air force rose considerably in the warfare. In addi-
tion to the observation at ground stations, aerological observations with pilot balloons and radio-
sondes were carried out at strategic points in order to assure the safety of aerial navigation.

However, the data accumulated were not compiled concerning many stations. Studying the Japanese
imperial maps at the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., since 2007, the authors found many
monthly weather reports and original registers of meteorological data prepared by the Japanese mili-
tary, which were confiscated by the U. S. military. Listing these materials, they came to be confident
that the meteorological observations were maintained at most of the stations and no small data,
which were completely forgotten thereafter, have been buried in the institutions and libraries con-
cerned.

In this paper, the authors discuss the possibility of securing wartime meteorological data regarding
the Philippines and China on the basis of their study and recommend scaling up the survey for bridg-
ing the pre- and postwar data interrupted by the wartime meteorological observations of the Japa-
nese military.
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